Deism – This view of God describes God to be “like a great watchmaker who made a watch, wound it up, and then sits back as the watch runs mostly on its own.”1 God is the primary one-time cause, and then steps out of the picture. 

Omnipotent – This is a view of God who is all-powerful, knows all, and does all. This can often be confused with a view of God as a tyrant, or as the video clip from “Bruce Almighty” claims, as a “mean kid with a magnifying glass.”

neo-Thomist – This is named after the theologian Thomas Aquinas and in this view God is the primary cause that acts through secondary causes. As pastor and theoretical physicist Rev. George L. Murphy tells us about this view, “God works through natural processes as instruments,”2 and God is the primary originating cause with creatures as the instruments.

Kenotic – This is named after the term “kenosis” which means self-emptying and is used to describe how Jesus gave up, or limited, his divinity in order to accomplish salvation on the cross. In this view, “God limits divine action to what is within the capacities of creatures. That is, God acts in accord with rational laws (which themselves are God's creation).”4
